
Pills to People

What SNS Means to You

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) has large
quantities of emergency lifesaving
medicines and supplies to protect
Americans if there is a public health
emergency, such as a terrorist
attack, an outbreak of a contagious
disease, a natural disaster, or when
someone purposely spreads germs
or chemicals to make people sick.
Such situations are severe enough
to quickly exceed local supplies. This
reserve supply is referred to as the
Strategic National Stockpile or SNS.
Depending on the type of
emergency, the SNS will deliver
antibiotics, antivirals, vaccines, and/
or other medical items to reduce the
risk associated with the type of
emergency.

The SNS is strategically stored in
many secure locations around the
country.  It is designed for flexible re-
sponse.  Stockpiles can be shipped
anywhere in the U. S. within 12 hours.
Local communities are prepared to
receive SNS medicine and supplies
from the state to make them readily
available to residents.

a prompt course of action.  HHS will
transfer the authority for the SNS
material to the state and local
authorities once it arrives in Idaho.
SNS technical assistants will remain
on site to assist and advise state and
local officials in putting the SNS
assets to prompt and effective use.

HOW SNS MEDICATION IS
DISTRIBUTED

When Idaho receives the SNS
shipments, emergency response
workers will immediately deliver the
supplies and medication directly to
the communities that need them.
Local public health districts will set
up medication dispensing centers
(also known as Points of Dispens-
ing or PODs) quickly and in
numerous geographic locations
where residents can pick up
emergency medications and treat-
ment advice as soon as possible.
These PODs are often set up in
large public buildings such as
schools, arenas, or churches which
can support many workers and
clients over a long period of time.
Southwest District Health (SWDH)
has made agreements to utilize
these facilities in such times of need
in nurmerous locations within
Adams, Canyon, Gem, Owyhee,
Payette, and Washington Counties.

WHERE DO I GO?

SWDH will announce when
medication dispensing centers will
open, where the sites are located in
southwest Idaho, directions to the
sites, operating hours, what to bring
to the site, and what to expect when
you arrive.  In most cases these sites
will not be made public until an
emergency occurs.  You will then be
able to determine the facility    near-
est you.

MEDICINES GIVEN AT
THE PODS WILL BE
FREE.

PODs will be easy to find
and can take care of many
people.

Federal, state, and local
authorities are working
together to ensure that
sufficient supplies of SNS
medicines will get to Idaho
quickly and be available for
everyone who needs them.

Depending on the type of
emergency, one person
may be able to pick up
medications for a house-
hold or group.

PODs are designed to
dispense protective medi-
cation only and are not
designed to treat ill patients.
Alternative sites will be
identified for those ill.

HOW THE SNS IS DEPLOYED

To receive SNS assets, the office of
Idaho’s Governor will request the
deployment of the SNS assets from
the CDC or the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS). HHS,
CDC, and other federal officials will
evaluate the situation and determine 7/2009



If you are comfortable that  your
family is cared for and you feel
healthy,  please volunteer  by
calling your MRC Unit Coordinator
or placing a message on
www.volunteeridaho.com.

Hundreds of volunteers will be
needed to fill the many positions
that will be necessary  to get
pills to people as quickly as
possible.

Please pay close attention to
TV, radio, the emergency
broadcasting system, or watch for
emails asking for volunteers from
the Volunteer Idaho web site.

As a volunteer, you may be
assigned to a POD  for vaccinating
or administering medication.   Be
sure to bring your Go Kit in case
you need to change clothes or need
snacks etc.  The goal  will be to
distribute medication as quickly
and safely as possible to the
residents of our local
communities.

• Follow  the incident
command system

• Clean and maintain  your
work  area

• Wear protective
equipment

• Communicate

• Attend just-in-time
trainings on site

What kind of
positions will
need to be
filled?

• POD manager:
makes assignments,
does training, monitors
operations

• Support supervisor:
contributes to action
planning, finds resources

• Supplies: set up and
maintain supplies

• Runner: carries
messages, supplies, etc
from one supervisor to
another

• Security: sets up client
flow, client interaction,
parking, barriers

• Safety: maintain
maximum through-put,
assist with layout,
environmental safety

• Intake/greeter: meets
and directs clients
entering; assists with
paper work, copying

• Support: Distribute food
or water

• Dispensing: prepares
and dispenses
medication (pharmacist,
Pharmacy tech, RN)

• Administrator of
Medications : LPN, RN,
certified personnel

How Would The MRC Respond If The SNS Is Deployed?

With H1N1 looming about, you
might wonder how the Southwest
Idaho Medical Reserve Corps
(MRC)  will be asked to respond
during a crisis when the Strategic
National Stockpile (SNS) is
deployed and  PODs are opened.

ALWAYS take care of yourself
and your family first.

• Get a flu shot every year

• Have an emergency kit at
home containing food,
water, medicine and more
for 3-7 days of
confinement to your
house.

• Protect yourself and family
from those who are ill.
Wash hands frequently.
Cover your cough and
sneezes.  Cough in your
sleeve.
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